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WA AGRIFOOD AND BEVERAGE VOUCHER PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.04 am]: 
Yesterday, accompanied by the member for Kalamunda, Matthew Hughes, I had a truly pleasurable experience 
visiting the magnificent Core Cider site in Pickering Brook to announce the 28 businesses across the state that will 
receive $252 000 in funding under the first round of the McGowan government’s WA Agrifood and Beverage 
Voucher Program. Small to medium-sized food and beverage producers and processors will receive vouchers of 
up to $10 000 for professional business support services to help them take their successful businesses to the next 
level. This a great way for the government to help drive growth in agricultural value-add. A broad range of products 
are covered through the initiative, including premium beef, lamb, juices, truffles, seafood, craft beer, wine, alcoholic 
spirits, pasta, chocolate, honey and kombucha. 

Business recipients are required to match their vouchers dollar for dollar. The program will help them access expert 
advice on business planning, quality assurance, market positioning, technology, export capability development 
and other technical services. Travel assistance vouchers of up to $2 000 have been awarded to several businesses 
investigating ag-tech or food-tech manufacturing technologies capable of improving productivity and profitability. 
They will be redeemable following relaxation of travel restrictions. 

The Della Francas’ property is not only a picture perfect operation, but also a poster child for farming flexibility 
and reinvention. Started three generations ago in 1939 as an apple orchard, it has gradually added a cidery, then 
a restaurant, and then a wedding venue. John and his partner, Emily Lyons, now source the majority of their cider 
apples from the south west and the great southern regions, as they have outgrown the capability to supply from 
their own multigenerational orchards in the Perth hills. Core Cider will use its voucher to engage WA-based agency 
Juicebox to develop a digital strategy and craft a new brand identity and collateral to represent and grow its brand 
beyond the in-venue experience and develop customers across the state and, ultimately, nationally. 

The WA Agrifood and Beverage Voucher Program is a perfect example of the McGowan government’s commitment 
to growing and diversifying the state’s economy and workforce. 
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